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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Calf vaccinations

• Non-cycling cow treatments

• Herd nutrition

• Trace elements in calves 

• Dairy Antibiograms

 RHONA FRASER

WHAT CAUSES ILL THRIFT IN CALVES?
Recently, one of our farmers who weighs their calves regularly 
noticed a drop in weight gain, from 0.7 Kg/day to 0.4 Kg/day   —  
the cause? Coccidiosis. 

We often attribute ill thrift in 
calves to worms, but Coccidiosis is 
also a common cause, resulting in 
scungy looking calves. Severe cases 
suffer with bloody diarrhoea which 
can sometimes lead to death. The 
real challenge is that the animals 
we clearly see struggling are often 
just the tip of the iceberg and the 
consequences of poor weight gain 
in the whole mob can continue 
right through until they are heifers. 

Most calf meals will contain a 
coccidiostat. However variable 
intakes can mean that protective 
levels are not always achieved. Also 
calves lose this protection when 
they come off meal, so Coccidiosis 
cases are often most obvious just 
after weaning. 

Baycox® C is a single dose treatment 
that kills Coccidia, resulting in a 
healthier calf, better weight gain 
and fewer issues when calves are 
sent off to grazing. 

Treatment is much more effective 
if you catch the problem before 
oocyst numbers in the dung 
increase. Every farm environment 
is different, therefore testing 
throughout the rearing period can 
expose any hidden disease and 
allow prompt action. 

Testing for Coccidiosis requires 5 
individual faecal samples and costs 
$71.50+GST. To book your test or 
find out more, call the clinic or have 
a chat to your vet today. 
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CONTAINS: 

RREST® C 5 litre  |  ECLIPSE ® Pour-On 2.5 litre
30mL Drench Gun with 2 nozzles (Oral/Pour-On)
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SMART BUYING FOR 
SMART FARMING.

AVAILABLE 
IN-STORE NOW! 

Don't forget to sign up for the 
ANNUAL FARM DOG 
VACCINATION PROGRAM  
before 28th October.

Contact the clinic for details.

Are your calves at-risk when they leave the farm gate?
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   September 2019 65kg DM/day 121mm 12°C 2274kg DM 151,000

   September 2018 66kg DM/day 182mm 13°C 2273kg DM 150,000

 GREG JARRATT

CAN YOU MAINTAIN REPRO 
PERFORMANCE WITH DECLINING 
PASTURE QUALITY? 
The answer is yes, with a few simple strategies. 

At this stage of the season, levels of 
NDF* in NZ pasture can rise rapidly 
as ryegrass starts to form a seed 
head. When this occurs it is very 
important to consider high quality 
supplements with higher nutrient 
levels.

This is because the amount of feed 
a cow can eat (maximum DMI) is 
largely dictated by the amount of 
NDF she can physically process in 
24 hours. Experimental evidence 
suggests that the maximum NDF 
a cow can eat in a day ranges from 
1.2-1.5% of her live weight. 

Let’s consider a typical 500 Kg 
cow. Using the 1.2%-1.5% limit, the 
maximum NDF she can process in 
24 hours is 6.0-7.5 Kg. If we were 
to be offering her soft, leafy high 
quality pasture with a 35% NDF 
level, she would conceivably be 
capable of ingesting 17-21 Kg DM. 

If we were to allow the pasture 
to form seed head with a 50% 
NDF level the cow would only be 
capable of ingesting 12-15 Kg DM.

This represents a 40% reduction 
in the amount of feed she can 
physically ingest.

The effect of diminishing pasture 
quality can often be seen when 
looking at the InCalf graph for the 
herd on the Fertility Focus Report 
(FFR) and many farmers would be 
familiar with cows being harder 
to get in calf later in the mating 
season.

So, what can you do? 
• Attempt to lessen the effect of 

rising NDF through topping, 
shortening the round (dropping 
out silage) and trickling on 
Nitrogen-based fertilisers to 
promote leaf growth. 

• Limit the amount of poor quality 
high NDF feed and consider 
increasing feeds with a more 
favourable nutrient profile and 
less NDF. For example, reducing 
pasture DM by 4-5 Kg and 
provide a combination of protein 
and starch feeds (eg Canola and 
Tapioca). 

While from an immediate financial 
perspective this may seem 
ludicrous, maintaining DMI at this 
crucial time will pay dividends in 
terms of optimising production and 
reproductive performance.

Give us a call if you'd like advice for 
your situation.

. . .EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT 
THE MAXIMUM NDF A  

COW CAN EAT IN A DAY 
RANGES FROM 1.2-1.5% OF 

HER LIVE WEIGHT

 GRANT FRASER

NOT ALL 
DRENCHES 
ARE CREATED 
EQUAL
While many drench 
manufacturers claim their 
product to be the same as 
name brand versions, very 
few are willing to prove this 
assertion by testing them. 
Boehringer Ingelhiem is one 
of the few who do, and it is 
this commitment to research 
and development that sees 
the majority of New Zealand 
Vets recommend their range 
over their competitors.

Drench resistance has 
become a real talking point 
in farming circles, with 
most farmers accepting 
that the use of combination 
drench products is almost 
mandatory in young stock. 
Combo drenches are not 
simple to make. Combining 
two drenches in a single 
container can render one or 
both ineffective. To then add 
a third active is incredibly 
difficult. It is this reason 
that we recommend the 
Boeringher Ingelhiem range 
of drenches, specifically 
Arrest® C and Iver Matrix® 
for very small calves around 
weaning, and Eclipse® and 
Matrix® for larger calves and 
yearlings. 

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

*Neutral Detergent Fibre represents the cell 
wall components of the plant.


